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Dredging Up The Past for the Lake’s Future  

A 12 week intensive dredging operat ion started this week in LT Creek and Fennell 
and Edm unds Bays.   

The project will involve dredging up to 0.5 m et res of sediment from specific areas 
within Edm unds Bay to enhance water circulat ion, as well as the removal of sediment 
from a number of selected stormwater out lets in Fennell Bay and LT Creek. 

The works are part of the $1.5 m illion Fennell and Edm unds Bays Management Plan, 
init iated and funded by the Office of the Lake Macquarie & Catchm ent Coordinator. 
This Managem ent Plan also involves the const ruct ion of storm water t reatment 
devices and foreshore stabilisat ion and vegetat ion in this area. 

“Fennell and Edm unds Bays have been the vict im of sedim ent and excessive nut r ient 
enrichm ent from the surrounding urbanised environm ent over many years. Sedim ent 
build up such as this leads to the smothering of seagrass and problem s with algal 
bloom s,” said Councillor Greg Piper, Chairman of Lake Macquarie Project 
Management Comm it tee. 

Key outcom es were ident ified for the sustainable management of Fennell and 
Edm unds Bays in the Management Plan prepared by environmental consultants, 
Umwelt . The outcomes included restorat ion and protect ion of habitat for f ish and 
water birds, restorat ion of natural vegetat ion, further recovery of seagrass beds, 
efficient , but naturally slow water circulat ion and im proved water quality. 

The Managem ent Plan did not recomm end major dredging as part of the ongoing 
st rategy to restore and provide protect ion for the ecological health of Edmunds Bay, 
rather dredging of specific areas to assist in the repair of natural processes. 

“The Lake and its catchment are a dynamic, liv ing thing. I ts survival depends on 
m aintaining balance between all elem ents of the ecosystem . The work being carr ied 
out fosters the gradual recovery of the Lake’s ecological health,” Cr Piper said.  

The current dredging operat ion follows other successful projects in the area, such as 
the installat ion of a flow im provement device between Mudd Creek and Stony Creek 
and the const ruct ion of a new culvert at nearby Fennell Cresent . This work has 
resulted in fish life returning to the upper reaches of Mudd Creek for the first t im e in 
over a decade.     
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The Lake Macquarie Project Management Comm it tee was form ed in 1999 to 
implement the recom mendat ions of the Premier 's Taskforce Report on Lake 
Macquarie. 

NSW Prem ier Bob Carr announced an extension of the program in May 2002, 
describing it as a "m odel partnership between the State and local governments, 
indust ry and the comm unity" . 
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