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LAKE TOPS LIST OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS

The environmental heal th of Lake Macquarie is the most impor tant issue on the current agenda in the local com-
munity, according to the resul ts of a s tudy published today.

The Living Lake Macquarie Community Sur vey involved random telephone sur veys of 600 homes from the Lake
Macquarie and catchment area and included a range of quest ions on Lake issues and perceptions of the envi-
ronmental heal th of the Lake.

When asked to l is t  the top three issues ef fect ing the local community, 27.1% of respondents included the Lake,
beach and waterways. The resul t  was considerably dif ferent from the identical s tudy carried out in 2000, where
the Lake ranked third at just  10%. The response headed the l is t ,  equal with crime which also registered 27%.

Lake Macquarie & Catchment Coordinator Jef f  Jansson said the resul ts of the sur vey suggested that the local
community were becoming increasingly aware of the issues ef fect ing Lake heal th.

"I  think i t  is good that people are so concerned. The local community are major s takeholders in the Lake and
one of our key object ives was to raise interest  and awareness about the issues which threaten i ts long term
future."

The Of f ice of the Lake Macquarie & Catchment Coordinator was established in 1999 to implement the recom-
mendations of the Premier’s Taskforce Repor t on Lake Macquarie, published in the same year.

The sur vey also found that the Lake is by far the most impor tant environmental issue of concern in the communi-
ty, with 76% of respondents including i t  in their top three l is t .

But whi le community concern is increasing, the study found that there is also increasing optimism about the long
term future of the Lake.

"We asked people to give the Lake a rat ing from one to ten, with one being poor and ten being excel lent.  The
average mark was 6.24 which was a marginal increase on the 2000 resul t ,  where the mean rat ing was 6.13.

Even more encouraging is the fact that the younger respondents (18-24) are seeing the work in progress and
becoming more posi t ive in their out look. In 2000 the average rat ing given from this age group was 5.85, and
this year that f igure jumped to 6.37."

Next we asked people whether they thought the Lake would get bet ter, remain the same or get worse in the next
f ive years. I t  was encouraging that 56% said they thought the state of the Lake would improve and only 21%
feared i t  would get worse." 

Jef f  Jansson said the resul ts of the sur vey would be used as a reference to assis t  in the future planning of com-
munity education and repor t ing programs. Comparisons with the 2000 sur vey resul ts also provided a way of
measuring shif ts in perceptions and awareness within the local community.
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