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SURVEY SEEKS COMMUNITY INPUT ON LAKE MACQUARIE

The Hunter Val ley Research Foundation (HVRF) wil l  conduct a sur vey of residents of the Lake Macquarie
Catchment area from 13 August.

The telephone sur vey wil l  research community opinion on a range of Lake issues and col lect data that wi l l  assis t
in the planning of fur ther s trategies to revive Lake Macquarie.

Lake Macquarie & Catchment Coordinator Jef f  Jansson says the study is a repeat of a sur vey conducted in Apri l
2000 and the comparative resul ts wi l l  be used to evaluate the success of community education and awareness
programs carried out as par t of the program.

"The aim of the sur vey is to measure changes in community perception over t ime and the ef fect iveness of educa-
t ion programs and awareness campaigns. We f ind that people are general ly cooperative and wil l ing to par t ici-
pate in s tudies that deal with such impor tant community issues."

Jef f  said that community research was an integral par t of the three-year act ion plan, developed by the Premier’s
Lake Macquarie Taskforce in 1999.

"Community opinion on key issues is impor tant to evaluate the program and wil l  help direct us to areas that
require fur ther at tent ion. One area I  wi l l  be par t icularly interested in is the 37% of respondents from last year
who said that their domest ic act ivi ty had l i t t le or no bearing on the heal th of the Lake.

The research period wil l  begin on 13 August and wil l  continue for one week. The sur vey wil l  inter view over 600
of the est imated 190,000 people l iv ing in the Catchment area and the f indings wil l  be published in September.

"The sur vey is a great oppor tuni ty for residents of the Lake Macquarie and Catchment area to have an input into
the improvement of such an impor tant natural resource." 

For fur ther information please contact:

Chris Ford/Jai McDermott
Phone 49292063
Email info@fordcomm.com.au


